INTRODUCTION
In contrast to a growing body of literature on juvenile male sexual perpetrators, relatively few studies have been published on sexually assaultive juvenile females. The scant professional attention afforded to this clinical population comes in the midst of mounting data that females account for a higher percentage of the sexual molestations of children than 1Alpha PHASE, St. Paul, Minnesota. 2Department of Psychology, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 85721. 3The Pines Treatment Center, Portsmouth, Virginia.
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1079-0632/97/0701~187512.50/0 9 1997 Plenum Pubtishin 8 Corporation previously thought and that female sexual offending, like male perpetration, has a counterpart in childhood and adolescence (Allen, 1991; Travin, Cullen, & Protter, 1990) .
In one of the few published articles to date, Fehrenbach and Monastersky (1988) described 28 female adolescent sexual offenders seen over a 7-year span at an outpatient clinic operated by the University of Washington. These youths were found to have molested children of both genders, although the number of female victims exceeded the number of male victims. The victims were typically relatives or acquaintances of the perpetrator and often bad been molested in the context of baby-sitting. These females acted independently of a male cooffender, and in only two cases did there appear to be a pattern of repetitive sexual aggression. Histories of maltreatment were found in a number of these adolescents, with a history of physical abuse being apparent in approximately 20% and a history of sexual abuse in 50% of the youths.
Early childhood maltreatment, particularly sexual abuse, was also found in the histories of many juvenile female sexual offenders by Mathews (1987) and Knopp and Lackey (1987) . The latter investigators, in a survey of 44 providers of treatment to female sexual offenders, found, as did Fehrenbach and Monastersky, that youthful female perpetrators typically molested children known to them (relatives or acquaintances) and that their victims were more often females than males.
Hunter, Lexier, Goodwin, Browne, and Dennis (1993) studied 10 severely psychosexually and emotionally disturbed female sexual offenders who were being treated at a residential treatment center. As in the previously cited studies, a history of prior maltreatment was found in the majority of cases. Their sexual abuse histories were notable for the presence of multiple perpetrators, including the presence of a female perpetrator in 60% of the cases, and the frequent report of eroticization to one or more victimization experiences. These eroticization experiences appeared to be more pronounced and psychologically disturbing when the abuse was perpetrated by an individual of their own gender. The sexual perpetration histories of these youths, unlike those previously described, were frequently characterized by repetitive offending and the acknowledgment of fantasizing about the deviant sexual behavior in which they had engaged. These juvenile females molested not only relatives and acquaintances, but also strangers in approximately 40% of the cases, and reported molesting a higher number of male than female victims.
While all of the above studies suggest that adolescent female sexual offending is a problem which needs to be taken seriously, many questions remain unanswered regarding the etiology of sexual offending behavior in juvenile females, its clinical manifestation, and the treatment needs of these
